Class 12 of 12, How Going Back to the Old Successful Ways Can Save America.  Numerous facts, quotations, and statements contained in this lesson were taken from the videotapes, books and booklets, (produced by David Barton of Wallbuilders), on the “Christian Founding/Foundations of the United States of America.”  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE GOD, PRINCIPLES, SYSTEMS, ETC. THAT MADE AMERICA SUCCESSFUL AS A NATION:

Upon these two foundations, “the Law of Nature” and “the Law of Nature’s God,” depend all human laws; that is to say, no human laws should be suffered to contradict these.

According to the Congressional Records from June 8 to September 25, 1789 (the period during which the ninety Founders in the First Congress framed the First Amendment), the Founders repeatedly and succinctly explained that they were trying to prevent what they had experienced under Great Britain – they did not want the establishment by the federal government of one single denomination in exclusion of all others.  They did not want one national denomination in America!!!  They did want “religious freedom” and they did want “Christian principles to be heavily integrated into our schools and government!!!”

George Washington:  In his “Farewell Address” he reminded America what had brought us to success, and then warned us about what must be done to continue it.  “Of all of the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports (The Pillars).  In vain would be that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars.”

Regarding Benjamin Franklin: “History will…afford frequent opportunities of showing the necessity of a public religion from its usefulness to the public [and] the advantage of a religious character among private persons…and the excellency of the Christian religion above others, ancient or modern.”  

Divine providence/Hand of providence/God’s intervention:  The American colonists and Founding Fathers were very much attuned to instances of Divine intervention around them and elsewhere in their country.  

Thanksgiving Day:  Throughout our nation’s history, Congress has proclaimed numerous national days of thanksgiving to thank God for blessing our nation.  These special days were set aside “to celebrate the praises of our Divine Benefactor, to confess our unworthiness…and to offer our fervent supplications to the God of all grace…to cause the knowledge of Christianity to spread over all the earth.”

Noah Webster:  “The Christian religion is the most important and one of the first things in which all children under a free government ought to be instructed…No truth is more evident to my mind than that the Christian religion must be the basis of any government intended to secure the rights and privileges of a free people.”

This belief in the importance of God-fearing leaders was so well understood in America that in 1892, the Supreme Court pointed out that of the 44 States that were in the Union, each had some type of God-centered declaration in their constitution.  By the way, the Supreme Court formerly pointed to these State constitutions as precedents to demonstrate the Founder’s intent that only Christians should be elected to public office and that God’s principles applied to civil government. 

John Witherspoon:  He taught his students that the first characteristic of an American patriot—an American leader—was that he be an active and sincere promoter of “true and undefiled religion.”  His second requirement was that he “sets himself with the greatest firmness to bear down profanity and immorality of every kind.”  He knew that if the people were profane and immoral, then the government would be profane and immoral; and history proves that profane and immoral governments do not endure.  He also declared that whoever was “an avowed enemy of God” was an enemy to his country.   

The Founders teachings about looking, in-depth, at the private life of candidates for public office was derived from the Bible.  For example read Matthew 7:16-20.  In this passage, Jesus explained that if a root was corrupt, then the fruit would also be corrupt—that grapes could not be picked from briars or figs from thistles.  If you want to know if there will be good fruit, then examine the roots.  

That John Jay, the original Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, and one of the three men most responsible for the Constitution, declared…”Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty – as well as the privilege and interest – of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”

The key to a self-governing nation is self-governing individuals, and personal self restraint is acquired from the principles of morality and self-control taught by religion (the Christian religion).

Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvania – Was the most active member of the Constitutional Convention and was the man who physically wrote the Constitution.  He stated: “Religion is the only solid basis of good morals; therefore education should teach the precepts of religion, and the duties of man toward God.”

President John Adams:  He said “The general principles on which the fathers achieved independence were…the general principles of Christianity…I will avow that I then believed, and now believe, that those general principles of Christianity are as eternal and immutable as the existence and attributes of God.”

The Founders did not wish to see Biblical precepts excluded from public society, for they understood the numerous societal benefits resulting from religious principles and values.  

BOTTOM LINE:  In traditional religious practices – whether public prayer, the use of the Scriptures, etc. – the government was not to interfere.

About America’s form of republic:

· Definition:  In America’s republic, the source of our principles is the Bible, particularly the New Testament, or the Christian religion.  In our republic, murder will always be a crime, for murder is always a crime in the Bible.  It is this foundation which has given our republic such enduring stability; for since mankind does not change, he continues to need the same restraints he has always needed; it is the rights and wrongs revealed in the Bible which have provided those guidelines for our republic.

· Actions and comments by the Founding Fathers and others:

· To insure America remained a republic, the Founders wrote Article 4, Section 4 in the U.S. Constitution that requires that “each State maintain a republican form of government”--a “republican” form of government as opposed to a “democratic” one.

· Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Law taught that our laws could not contradict God’s direct decrees, and only if God had not ruled in an area were we free to set our own policy.

· Since the basis of our republic is God’s standards, the only way to preserve the nation’s foundation is to place into office individuals who understand and will protect that foundation.  It is for this reason that a republic is a much more difficult form of government to maintain, for it requires much more effort from the voters—they must investigate the views of candidates before placing them into office.

America’s first colonial educational laws, its first federal laws, and the declarations of many early American statesmen confirm the fact that the unique American approach to a successful education integrated religious and moral lessons with academic instruction.  The use of overtly religious textbooks in our schools for four centuries demonstrates that this philosophy of education remained intact and unaltered until very recently.

Fischer Ames – Was the Founding Father who offered the final wording for the House version of the First Amendment.  He emphasized the Bible must always remain the primary textbook in public schools.

WHAT A FRENCH OBSERVER CONCLUDED ABOUT AMERICA IN THE MID-1830S:

Foreign observer Alexis de Tocqueville of France traveled across America seeking to discover what made America great.  He noted:

· “…the religious aspect of the country was the first thing that struck my attention.”

· “…In France, I had almost always seen the spirit of religion and the spirit of freedom pursuing courses diametrically opposed to each other.  But in America, I found that they were intimately united, they reigned in common over the same country.”

· “Religion in America…must…be regarded as the foremost of the political institutions of that country.”

WARNINGS BY OUR FOUNDING FATHERS & OTHERS:

Washington’s final thoughts as Commander-in-Chief:  If America did not imitate Christ, it could never hope to be a happy nation! From Washington’s first order through his last official correspondence, he maintained a constant Christian emphasis.

Noah Webster: “The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all of our civil constitution and laws…All of the miseries and evils which men suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery and war, proceed from them despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible.”

Webster also said:  When you become entitled to exercise the right of voting for public officers, let it be impressed on your mind that God commands you to choose for rulers, just men who will rule in the fear of God.  The preservation of [our] government depends on the faithful discharge of this duty; if the citizens neglect their duty and place unprincipled men in office, the government will soon be corrupted; laws will be made, not for the public good so much as for selfish or local purposes; corrupt or incompetent men will be appointed to execute the laws; the public revenues will be squandered on unworthy men; and the rights of the citizens will be violated or disregarded.  Webster then concluded; if [our] government fails to secure public prosperity and happiness, it must be because the citizens neglect the divine commands, and elect bad men to make and administer the laws.

When God-fearing individuals remove themselves from an arena, their values depart with them; and when ungodly individuals enter an arena, their values enter with them!!!

John Witherspoon:  He declared that whoever was “an avowed enemy of God” was an enemy to his country.   

Dr. Jedidiah Morse:  He believed that if the influence of Christianity were lost in the nation, our political and social freedoms would also be lost.  He stated:  “Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present republican form of government (and all the blessings which flow from them) must fall with them.”

William Penn:  He understood that the quality of government primarily depended on the goodness found in its leaders.  He further believed that good men would never lack good laws nor allow bad ones.  Indeed, wicked people simply do not obey righteous laws; it is not in their nature to do so, else America would have no murder or theft.

Dr. Benjamin Rush:  Was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and later served in the administrations of Presidents John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison.  Additionally, he was one of the leading educators – helping to found five schools and universities, of which three exist today.  He offered compelling reasons why the Bible should never be taken out of public schools. He even, rightly predicted, that if the Bible were removed from the classroom, there would be an explosion of crime.

About a democracy:  

· Definition:  In a democracy, whenever the people desire is what becomes policy.  If a majority of the people decides that murder is no longer a crime, in a democracy, murder will no longer be a crime.  Likewise, in a democracy, they can choose to define marriage as between a human and an animal. 

· Comments about by Founding Fathers:

· John Adams stated: “Remember, democracy never lasts long.  It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.  There was never a democracy yet that did not commit suicide.”

· Benjamin Rush noted:  “A simple democracy is the devil’s own government.”  “A democracy is simply the deterioration of a republic—it is a lazy man’s form of government.”  It is a ”mobocracy.”  Rush understood that if our people ever lost their knowledge of the Bible and its rights and wrongs, then we would lose our republic.  He further stated: “The only means of establishing and perpetuating our republican forms of government…is the universal education of our youth in the principles of Christianity by means of the Bible”

· Fisher Ames declared:  “A democracy is a volcano which conceals the fiery materials of its own destruction.  These will produce an eruption, and carry desolation in their way.”

As Charles Finney so well explained:  “The church must take right ground in regard to politics…Politics are a part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to the country as part of their duty to God…[God] will bless or curse this nation according to the course [Christians] take [in politics].”

John Adams:  He declared it was the presence of moral and religious beliefs, which distinguished a statesman from a politician.  Adams defined a politician as someone who would compromise his principles in order to advance—whether with his party, his constituents, or a powerful committee head, etc.   However, a statesman would not compromise principles, regardless of what it might cost him.  The difference between the two was that a statesman embraced the Biblical conviction of the reality of future rewards and punishments.  That is, he realized that he must stand before God and account to Him for his behavior while in office.

President James A. Garfield, himself a Christian minister, once said: “Now more than ever before, the people are responsible for the character of their Congress.  If that body be ignorant, reckless, and corrupt, it is because the people tolerate ignorance, recklessness, and corruption.”

Thomas Paine regarding the French Educational system:  How then is it, that when we study the works of God in the creation, we stop short and do not think of God?  It is from the error of the schools…The evil that has resulted…has been that of generating in the pupils a species of atheism.  Instead of looking through the works of creation to the Creator Himself, they stop short and employ the knowledge they acquire to create doubts of His existence.” 

American educational philosophy, for four centuries, mirrored the philosophy set forth long before by reformer Martin Luther, whose influence on public education was substantial.  Martin Luther declared:  “I would advise no one to send his child where the Holy Scriptures are not supreme.  Every institution that does not unceasingly pursue the study of God’s Word becomes corrupt…I greatly fear that the [schools], unless they teach the Holy Scriptures diligently and impress them on the young students, are wide gates to Hell.”

The philosophy of the schoolroom in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next

In 1787, George Mason said: “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, so they must be in this.  By an inevitable chain of cause and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.”

President John Adams said:  “We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our Constitution was made for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” 

In a speech, President Abraham Lincoln urged his fellow-Americans:  “My countrymen, if you have been taught doctrines conflicting with the great landmarks of the Declaration of Independence…let me entreat you to come back to the truths that are in the Declaration of Independence.”

President Woodrow Wilson once noted that:  “A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday, does not know what it is today, or what it is trying to do.  We are trying to do a futile thing if we don’t know where we have come from, or what we have been about.”

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT VARIOUS RELATED TOPICS…

· GOD’S INTERACTION WITH & RESPONSE TO NATIONS/PEOPLES THROUHOUT HISTORY

Listed below are several examples in world history:

· Example 1. The flooding of the earth:  Discussed in:  [Gen. 5:28 – 9:10].  Key verses [Gen. 6:1-18].

· Example 2. The destruction of the cities of Sodom & Gomorrah:  Discussed in:  [Gen. 13:2, 13:13, 14:2-3,18:16 -19:29, Deut. 29:23, Isa. 3:9, Lam.4:6, Luke 17:28, & Jude 7].  Key Verses [Gen. 19:24]

· Example 3. The 40 years of wandering in the wilderness by the Children of Israel after their Exodus from Egypt and during their journey to Canaan, the Promised Land – God’s Discipline:  Discussed in:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers 33, and Deuteronomy

· Example 4. The judgment of Egypt:  Discussed in:  Ezekiel 29 & 30

· God’s Judgment:  “At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it.”  Jer. 18:7-8 – also read verses 9 -17

· Second Coming foretold with reference to earlier cataclysmic events:  Luke 17:26-29

· How God reacts to the rise of false prophets within a nation and the associated problems:  2 Pet. 2:4-22

· ABOUT HUMAN GOVERNMENTS & THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENS

In the Probe Article entitled Christian View of Government and Law:

· Gen.9:6 - God established a government, a theocracy, with His covenant people, after the flood

· Gen. 1:26-27 – The Bible describes two elements of human nature.  Because humans are created in the image of God, they are able to exercise judgment and rationality.   The basis for civil government is rooted in our created nature.  As humans, we are rational and volitional beings.  We are not determined by fate. We have the power of choice.  Therefore we can exercise delegated power over the created order.  Thus a biblical view of human nature requires a governmental system that acknowledges human responsibility. 

· Gen. 3 – Humans are fallen creatures.

· Rom. 3:23 – This human sinfulness has therefore created a need to control evil and sinful human behavior, hence the need for government.

Also from the Bible:

· Be in subjection to rulers.  [Rom. 13:1-7]

· “…Honor the king.”  [I Pet. 2:17]

· …I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority…  [I Tim. 2:1-4] 

·  “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”  [Mark 3:24]

· The purpose of government is to reward the righteous and to punish the wicked, never the other way around!!! [1 Timothy 1, 1 Peter 2, Romans 13, and more]

· When the righteous rule, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.  [Proverbs 29:2]

· ABOUT MAN & GOD

Man was considered the “creature” and The Trinity God the “creator:”

· Men are subject to the laws of their Creator

· Man is an entirely dependent being – dependent on God for everything

· Men should, on all points, conform to their Maker’s will

· The will of mankind’s Maker is called “the Law of Nature”

· The will of God for man is called “the Law of Nature”

· “The Law of Nature” is of course superior in obligation to any other

· No human laws are of any validity, if contrary to “the Laws of Nature”

Human reason is corrupt and human understanding is full of ignorance and error.  Man naturally tends toward corruption – hence we need the separation of powers in government.  A Savior is needed:

· Because of this there is a need for the revealed or divine law – “the Holy Scriptures”

· “The Holy Scriptures,” which are the “Laws of Nature’s God,” contain the laws of the God who created Nature

· It was understood there was an implicit need for “objective laws” and/or “objective truths,” those that don’t change with time, circumstances, etc.

· INDIVIDUAL CONDUCT & ITS CONSEQUENCES

· To fully understand that the penalty for sin is death.  [Rom. 6:23]

· …God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  (Gal. 6:7)

· THE REALITY OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE

· Satan is not omnipresent but does have many demons in many places.  However Satan is an angel and not a god; therefore he does not have God’s power. 

· Warfare with Satan is spiritual warfare so we need to always possess God’s Word at our command.

· Satan and his demons are behind nearly all the bad things going on in the U.S. and world today.

· As the influence of Biblical Christianity in this country and around the world begins to wane, Satan’s power increases.

· We don’t need to overestimate or underestimate Satan’s power and influence

THREATS TO AMERICA’S SURVIVAL…PER Bob Pozzo - [SEE FIGURE 1.]

· PRIMARILY INTERNAL THREATS TO AMERICA 

· PRIMARILY EXTERNAL THREATS TO AMERICA 

HOW DO YOU THINK GOD VIEWS THE UNITED STATES TODAY (2005)?

· God hates all the sin that is going on within the U.S., both by those who believe and those who don’t.

· Anyone who takes the Bible seriously knows that it is often intolerant and discriminatory.  It is intolerant of sexual sins among heterosexuals and homosexuals; it loudly discriminates against those who do a variety of evils and those who believe false doctrine.  It especially discriminates against those who refuse to accept Jesus as Savior and teaches that they shall be in hell forever.  

· God does not wish for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.  “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.”   








         2 Peter 3:9

· God still listens to the prayers of His righteous believers and God will answer prayers in His way and time.

· God may be willing to give us more time to repent and change as a nation but He won’t wait forever.

· God may decide to intervene and provide us another chance - Eighteenth-century Britain was in such a state.  God knows He doesn’t owe America anything. No nation has turned away from so much light in order to choose darkness.  No nation has squandered as many opportunities as we have.  We can only call on God for mercy.  

· When we turn from the Lord, He does not fight for us, but allows us to be distressed by those who oppose us.  See Deut. 28:32,41,47,48.

· God is acutely aware that the Christians in the U.S. and elsewhere are not doing His will and not executing the Great Commission and Great Commandment.   

· When a church becomes liberal and turns aside to a social gospel, it allows the enemies of Christ to infiltrate Christian seminaries, and then the churches.

· One historical example is the 18th century Puritan Church which had a vision to purify society at large and Christianize America as much as possible – they had a “comprehensive vision of human society.” 

To aid in accomplishing this objective, the church entered into an alliance with the Whig Party, a party that promoted Nontheistic Humanism.

WHAT THE CHURCH SHOULD NOT DO IN SOCIETY

· SOURCE:  SECULAR HUMANISM by Robert E. Webber

•  Don’t compromise the essential church message and purpose in the world. 

•  Don’t seek to achieve the church mission through “worldly means.”   

•  The church should not enter into political and economic alliances that will compromise authentic

   Christianity.  

•  Neither should it seek to accomplish its objectives in society through political power or legislative force

   NOTE #1: Following these wrong paths, the church will finds itself “somewhere between a posture that

   accommodates the world system and a stance which totally condemns it.”

WHY HUMAN “GOODNESS” WON’T SOLVE OUR NATION’S PROBLEMS

· SOURCE:  CAN GOD BLESS AMERICA? By John MacArthur

The moral decline in America is merely the symptom of our nation’s spiritual disease.

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”  



              2 Corinthians 10:4-5

In other words, we are engaged in a battle for the truth against lies.  And the best ways to thwart the lies of demons and men is by answering those lies with God’s revealed truth.

That means our best weapon in this warfare is not the carnal political process, but the mighty proclamation of God’s Word – preaching the Gospel in particular.  

Moral reform and legislative efforts that leave people in unbelief are worthless for any eternal good.

We must understand that divine favor can never be earned by human “goodness.” 

HOW CAN AMERICA AVOID GOD’S JUDGMENT?

· SOURCE:  CAN GOD BLESS AMERICA? By John MacArthur

“The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.”  Jeremiah 18:7-8

Certainly God can bless America, but the necessary prelude to national blessing is a sweeping spiritual renewal/revival that begins with individual repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  For this to happen the church and the people of the church must repent and get back to their first love and

main mission which is evangelism.  Without a profound spiritual awakening and a return to God, we have no right as a nation to anticipate anything but God’s judgment.

The problem is…

•   The church today is at war with the culture, and many Christians think that by opposing moral decline

    through protest and politics, they are doing all they can do to redeem society.

•   Many Christians have begun to view their unbelieving neighbors as the enemy rather than the mission

    field.

History shows that revival only comes in response to the clear and forceful preaching of God’s Word out of hearts filled with love for the lost.

POSITIVE THINGS TO DO TO HELP OUR NATION SURVIVE & PROSPER

•   Determine your spiritual gifts

•   Support your local church and its ministries such as those involved in…  

    -   reaching the unsaved (all ages),

    -   encouraging fellow Christians (all ages),

    -   equipping fellow Christians (all ages),

    -   worship,

    -   meeting the physical and emotional needs of others, etc. 

•   Support other Christian organizations outside the local church

    -   Gideon's

    -   Christian “legal associations” - that are taking on “activist judges” throughout our land every day

    -   Christian schools – from kindergarten through college

    -   Christian Radio, TV, and other ministries

    -   The American Family Association (AFA)

    -   Choose a Life SAVE-A-LIFE

    -   Many other Christian organizations

•   Be informed about what is going on in the U.S. and world via objective radio, TV, books, newspapers, the

    Internet, discussions with friends, etc.

•   Vote in all elections

•   Be the best representative of Christ you can be in the home, at work, in schools, in other public

    places – in short everywhere you go in life.

THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION, RESTATED

The only way America can survive and prosper is for a great “National Christian Revival” to take place in the hearts and minds of most citizens so that they “wake up” and clearly see and understand the path to destruction America is presently on.  They have to understand that “spiritual warfare” is real and that Satan and his demons exist. They have to fully comprehend that Satan and his demons are behind every action and entity that removes God and his principles from all aspects of American life, especially our schools and our government.  They further have to understand that tolerance, acceptance, rewarding, etc. of personal sins is anti-God – it is not abstaining from the personal judgment of others.

THE SOURCE OF NATIONAL REVIVALS

· SOURCE:  CAN GOD BLESS AMERICA? By John MacArthur

Revivals don’t occur when…

•  the people of God protest and demonstrate against the sins of unbelievers

Revivals aren’t…

•  the fruit of boycotts or debates about public policy

Revivals occur when…

•  the Word of God is proclaimed and people are called to repentance

EXAMPLES: 

•  Nehemiah’s preaching of God’s Word to the Israelites in the open square, in front of the Water Gate

   of the wall of the destroyed city

•  Jonah’s preaching to an entire city of pagans in Nineveh

•  Peter’s preaching of the gospel, in the power of the Holy Spirit, in Jerusalem at Pentecost

•  The passionate, relentless preaching of men like Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield during

   the Great Awakening

To obtain copies of the videotapes shown in previous Sunday School Classes, contact Wallbuilders at 817-441-6044 or at their Web site: www.wallbuilders.com.  Videotapes or DVDs presently cost $19.95 and the booklets containing the scripts of the videotapes cost just $3.95.



