Class 3 of 13, Part 2 of 2 of the Video Entitled “The Spirit of the America Revolution” by David Barton 

	Evidence of the “Spirit” of the American Colonists
	Today’s views on the same topics

	Biographies of the signers of the Declaration of Independence:

· Early textbooks did not shrink from presenting the Christian character of
the signers of the Declaration and the other Founding Fathers

· Words used to describe the “Christian” character of these men included:

consistent, zealous, sincere, irreproachable, inflexible, virtuous, pious,

had integrity, upright citizens, humble, felt and exhibited a strong duty 

to God and man, the Bible was a lamp unto his feet, his whole life was

affected by his “profession of faith,” etc.

· These men were also referred to as true patriots, statesmen, etc.

· They all made sacrifices on behalf of American liberty

· It was also said at that time by Abigail Adams that “a patriot without

       religion is as great a paradox as an honest man without the fear of  God.”

Implications of the signing of the Declaration of Independence:

· For country:

· Created a government crisis, must now create a new country

· Must abolish the current state governments which were run by

       the British

· Must establish new state governments with constitutions

· The constitutions must set forth Christian Principles

· The constitutions must not violate God’s Word

· Must subscribe to Christianity to qualify for state office

· For signers:
· Basically they pledged their lives, the lives of their families, their
       fortunes, and their sacred honor to defend their new country 

       from the world’s greatest military power
The First Amendment to the Constitution:

· The Founding Fathers explained that the purpose of the First Amendment

was to prevent a single denomination from being federally established.

They wanted to avoid in America, what had occurred in Great Britain:  all

becoming—by government decree—Anglican, Catholics, or any other denomination.  The Amendment also stated that Congress shall make no law prohibiting the free exercise of religion. 

The “Bible shortages:”

· The use of the Bible was so universal and its importance so great that

the U.S. Congress got involved in taking steps to obtain more Bibles.

George Washington and the Delaware Indian Chiefs:

· While encamped on the banks of a river in 1779, Washington was approached by Delaware Indian Chiefs who desired their youth be trained in American schools.  Basically Washington told them the following:

· “Congress…will look on them as on their own children”

· You will do well to wish to learn our arts and our ways of life and above all, the religion of Jesus Christ.  These will make you a greater and happier people than you are.  Congress will do everything it can to assist you in this wise intention.

· According to George Washington, what students would learn in American schools “above all” was the religion of Jesus Christ.

Divine providence/Hand of providence/God’s intervention:

· The American colonists and Founding Fathers were very much attuned

to instances of Divine intervention around them and elsewhere in their country.  A few examples are shown below.

· The uncovering of the treason of Benedict Arnold and Major Andre

· Col. Smith repulsing a bold attack on Fort Mifflin

· Our “rowboat” navy disabling a 64-gun and 20-gun British warship

· The victory at Saratoga and the return of 5,000 British prisoners

· Ethan Allen’s capture of Fort Ticonderoga

Thanksgiving Day:

· Throughout our nation’s history, Congress has proclaimed numerous national days of thanksgiving to thank God for blessing our nation.  These special days were set aside “to celebrate the praises of our Divine Benefactor, to confess our unworthiness…and to offer our fervent supplications to the God of all grace…to cause the knowledge of Christianity to spread over all the earth.”

Washington’s final thoughts as Commander-in-Chief:

· If America did not imitate Christ, it could never hope to be a happy nation! From Washington’s first order through his last official correspondence, he maintained a constant Christian emphasis.

The Forth of July and Christmas:

· According to John Quincy Adams, Christmas and the Forth of July were intrinsically connected.  On the Forth of July, the Founders simply took the precepts of Christ, which, came into the world through His birth (Christmas) and incorporated those principles into civil government.

What a French observer concluded about America in the mid-1830s:

Foreign observer Alexis de Tocqueville of France traveled across America  

seeking to discover what made America great.  He noted:

· “…the religious aspect of the country was the first thing that struck my 

      attention.”

· “…In France, I had almost always seen the spirit of religion and the 

      spirit of freedom pursuing courses diametrically opposed to each other.

      But in America, I found that they were intimately united, they reigned in

      common over the same country.”

· “Religion in America…must…be regarded as the foremost of the
      political institutions of that country.”
The benefits of looking back and examining the American Revolution:

In a speech, President Abraham Lincoln urged his fellow-Americans:

“My countrymen, if you have been taught doctrines conflicting with the great landmarks of the Declaration of Independence,…let me entreat you to come back to the truths that are in the Declaration of Independence.”

President Woodrow Wilson once noted that:

“A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday, does not know what it is today, or what it is trying to do.  We are trying to do a futile thing if we don’t know where we have come from, or what we have been about.”
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