Class 10 of 12, Part 2 of 2 of the Video Entitled Four Centuries of American Education, by David Barton of Wallbuilders.  Numerous facts, quotations and statements, contained in this videotape, about the role of the: 1) Bible, 2) religion (Christianity), 3) morality, and 4) knowledge in our education systems (public and private and from elementary school through college or university) have been copied or paraphrased below.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As you read the quotes below please keep this statement in mind, “The philosophy of the schoolroom in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next.”

Also keep in mind that it is appropriate, if not crucial for our Nation’s survival, to examine closely the educational philosophy that produced the longest on-going constitutional republic in the history of the world.

Noah Webster, whose impact on education in America was so profound that he has been titled, “The Schoolmaster to America,” stated his philosophy of education in these words: 

“The Christian religion is the most important and one of the first things in which all children under a free government ought to be instructed…No truth is more evident to my mind than that the Christian religion must be the basis of any government intended to secure the rights and privileges of a free people.”

Webster’s school texts, including his popular Webster’s Blue Back Speller, therefore not only included rigorous academic exercises but they also contained Bible verses and moral and religious lessons.  Webster’s Blue Back Speller was introduced in 1783 and became the spelling book for American schools for the next 150 years.

In Webster’s History of the United States – a famous text long used in public school – he taught students:  “The brief exposition of the Constitution of the United States will unfold to young persons the principles of republican government; and…our citizens should early understand that the genuine source of correct republican principles is the Bible – particularly the New Testament or the Christian religion.”  Webster concluded his book by reminding students how important it was to America that citizens observe the precepts of the Bible.  “The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all of our civil constitution and laws…All of the miseries and evils which men suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery and war, proceed from them despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible.”

After Webster’s death the epitaph given him in textbooks said: “Who taught millions to read, not one to sin.”

Dr. Jedidiah Morse, another leading statesman and educator from the founding Era, was given the title the “Father of American Geography” for his contributions to American education.  He believed that if the influence of Christianity were lost in the nation, our political and social freedoms would also be lost.  He stated:  “Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present republican form of government (and all the blessings which flow from them) must fall with them.”

George Washington was another strong supporter of sound education – a fact made clear throughout his presidency from his signing the “Northwest Ordinance” in the first year of his presidency (1789) to his call for the establishment of national universities and academies in his last year (1796).  When communicating with several Indian Chiefs in 1779, regarding the education of their children in American schools, Washington said: what their youth would learn in American schools “above all” was “the religion of Jesus Christ.” 
Samuel Adams, known as “The Father of the American Revolution,” also made significant contributions to American education.  In a noted exchange of letters with his famous cousin, John Adams, Samuel set forth his educational policy:  “Let [ministers] and philosophers, statesmen and patriots, unite their endeavors to renovate the age by impressing the minds of men with the importance of educating their little boys and girls – of inculcating in the minds of youth - …the love of their country; of instructing them in the art of self-government...[and] in short, of leading them in the study and practice of the exalted Christian system.”  John Adams, who often differed with his cousin on many political issues, wrote back and announced his concurrence with Samuel’s plan.  Not only did Samuel Adams recommend that students be instructed in Christian principles, but, he even helped teach these principles by reprinting, for the classroom, one of the most famous of all American schoolbooks, The New England Primer.  

Regarding The New England Primer:  1) It was the first school textbook ever published in America [originally printed in Boston around1690 and frequently reprinted over the next two centuries], 2) it was essentially a first- grade or beginner reading text, and 3) it had three core elements:  The “Rhyming Alphabet,” the “Alphabet of Lessons for Youth,” and the “Shorter Catechism” – all contained Bible verses, Bible principles, Bible information or facts, and Bible questions.  

Regarding Benjamin Franklin, who many today consider one if the least religious Founding Fathers:  1) he was responsible for reprinting and distributing the overtly religious schoolbook, The New England Primer, to students in Pennsylvania, 2) he long demonstrated his support for teaching Christian principles in public education, 3) he helped found schools in the 1760s in which African American students were taught not only academics but the principles of Christianity, 4) he founded the University of Pennsylvania, in 1740, for the explicit purpose of instructing youth in the knowledge of the Christian religion, and 5) in 1749, he authored the famous piece entitled, Proposals Relating to the Education of Youth in Pennsylvania in which he discussed the content of the curriculum of the State’s new university; nothing that in its history classes:  “History will…afford frequent opportunities of showing the necessity of a public religion from its usefulness to the public [and] the advantage of a religious character among private persons…and the excellency of the Christian religion above others, ancient or modern.”  Franklin was a strong advocate of teaching Christian principles in public education.

Regarding Thomas Paine, a famous American from the Founding Era, who was considered even less religious than Benjamin Franklin:  in a lecture in Paris in 1797, Paine attacked the French public school system because of the secular anti-religious manner in which it taught science.  Paine protested:  “It has been the error of the schools to teach…sciences and subjects of natural philosophy as accomplishments only whereas they should be taught…with reference to the Being who is the author of them: for all the principles of science are of Divine origin…When we examine an extraordinary piece of machinery, an astonishing pile of architecture, a well executed statue or a highly finished painting…our ideas are naturally led to think of the extensive genius and talents of the artist…How then is it, that when we study the works of God in the creation, we stop short and do not think of God?  It is from the error of the schools…The evil that has resulted…has been that of generating in the pupils a species of atheism.  Instead of looking through the works of creation to the Creator Himself, they stop short and employ the knowledge they acquire to create doubts of His existence.”  Not even Thomas Paine believed that public education should be so secular as to exclude religious and moral teachings.

America’s first colonial educational laws, its first federal laws, and the declarations of many early American statesmen confirm the fact that the unique American approach to a successful education integrated religious and moral lessons with academic instruction.  The use of overtly religious textbooks in our schools for four centuries demonstrates that this philosophy of education remained intact and unaltered until very recently.

American educational philosophy, for four centuries, mirrored the philosophy set forth long before by reformer Martin Luther, whose influence on public education was substantial.  Martin Luther declared:  “I would advise no one to send his child where the Holy Scriptures are not supreme.  Every institution that does not unceasingly pursue the study of God’s Word becomes corrupt…I greatly fear that the [schools], unless they teach the Holy Scriptures diligently and impress them on the young students, are wide gates to Hell.”

To obtain copies of the videotapes shown in this Sunday School Class, contact Wallbuilders at 817-441-6044 or at their Web site: www.wallbuilders.com.  Videotapes or DVDs presently cost $19.95 and the booklets containing the scripts of the videotapes cost just $3.95.
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